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pasque-ing
in the future

A visual genius and a top
architect collaborate on an
eye-popping restaurant
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Entering Bar Basque, the latest restaurant from

Jeffrey Chodorow’s China Grill Management, is
a journey into another realm. Perched on the
second floor of Kimpton’s new HEventi Hotel in a
rapidly developing corner of New York’s Chelsea
neighborhood, the space is long and linear with
curved, illuminated walls adjacent to a generous
terrace space that offers appealing views of the
surrounding buildings.

The shapes and deep vivid red, black, and
chrome palette of the restaurant have given rise to
such descriptions as “a space cave” and “a computer
motherboard,” which will come as no surprise to
futurist fanatics upon learning the space is “a Syd
Mead design.”

“Jeffrey wanted a ‘starchitect’,” says Philip
Koether, whose New York-based firm was hired to
create the restaurant and a related food court of the
mixed-use project that would eventually include the
hotel and private apartments. “I sought someone
outside the box, and just by chance I met Syd in
New York at a ceremony where he was given an
award.” Koether introduced himself to the designer
responsible for such groundbreaking films as Blade

Runner, Tron, and Aliens, made the offer, and Mead

Clockwise from opposite page: Bar Basque’s lounge offers a vivid view of Syd Mead's
signature red walls; the lounge looks over the Chelsea neighborhood; furniture throughout the
restaurant, like that on the terrace, was chosen to avoid references to a specific period; the bar, with
its glowing glass panels representing growing leaves, a nod to the Basque region’s Bilbao tree.
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started drawing sketches on the flight
home to California. “I'm a heretic,”
says Mead proudly. “If I weren’t a non-
conformist, people wouldn’t hire me.”

Mead calls the collaboration—his
first restaurant venture—“exhilarating,”
and has nothing but praise for Koether’s
ability to translate his concepts into
plausibility. “Interestingly,” says
Koether, “Syd’s early sketches weren’t
adventuresome enough. But that didn’t
last long.”

Mead chose red as the primary color because
of its “robustness.” It seemed a good match for the
hearty Basque cuisine, he says, because it preserves
its chroma as it gets darker. “It provides an optical
impression of consistent coloration. Black retains
the contrast with red at all light levels. And I always
say chrome is my favorite color because it has the
ability to reflect whatever’s around it.”

Specific allusions to the Basque region are
subtle, and two reference the celebrated Bilbao tree:
glowing glass panels behind the bar in the lounge
area show a changing pattern from bare branches to
full leaves; and at the other end of the room, a large
painting acquired by Chodorow’s team depicts the
tree in full bloom.

As for the furnishings, Koether says they avoid
any overt references to contemporary modern,
lest they “time warp” the space. Adds Mead, “We
didn’t want neo-anything. It’s not an interior that
cross-references anything whatsoever. It has its own
vocabulary. I think of it as a movie set for a movie
that will never be made.” hd
www.philipkoether.com; www.sydmead.com

Bar Basque
New York

Operator China Grill Management

Interior Architecture Firm Philip Koether
Architects, New York

Interior Architecture Project Team Philip
Koether, Jerome Burgos, Emily Anderson,
Andrew Stern, Faizan Khan, William
Martin, and Scott Fallick

Interior Concept Firm Syd Mead, Inc.,
Pasadena, California

Design Concept Project Team Syd Mead
and Roger Seruick

Contractor M.D. Carlisle Construction

Lighting Cline, Bettridge, Bernstein
Lighting Design Inc.

Structural Engineer Hage Engerineering

Kitchen Next Step Design

Mechanical Engineer Dagher Engineering

Dining Chair and Barstool Fabric
Ultrafabrics, LLC

Art Glass at Bar Tom Patti and Syd Mead
(fabrication and design collahoration)

Hollogram at Bar RabbitHoles and Syd
Mead (fabrication and design
collahoration)

Painting in Private Dining Andrew
Schoultz of Morgan Lehman Gallery

Custom Wine Display/Custom
Cabinets/Custom Communal Table Tod
Von Mertens, LLC

Carpet Bentley Prince Street

Reinforced Glass and Wall Panels DK
Design International, Inc.

Window Shades DFB Sales, Inc.

Custom Elevator Cab interior EDI/ECI
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